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Frogbit   
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae

Description
Frogbit is a small, free-floating plant of ponds, lakes, and still or slow-flowing waterways. It looks like a mini water-lily with 
green, rounded, kidney-shaped leaves, and a three-petalled white flower with a yellow centre. The petals often look thin and 
crinkly, and can appear to be translucent in bright sunshine. Female flowers are solitary but the male flowers grow in twos or 
threes.    

In the winter, this plant becomes dormant and over-winters as a bud buried in the mud at the bottom of the pond or lake. The 
buds rise again in the spring to form new plants.    

Frogbit provides a useful shelter for tadpoles, small fish and insect larvae such as dragonflies. It is thought to be declining due 
to the enrichment of waterbodies by nutrients (such as phosphates and nitrates) from agriculture and domestic runoff.   

Where and when to see them
 z This aquatic plant flowers in July and August, and can be seen floating in slow-flowing waterways such as canals, ponds, 

ditches and reens.  

 z The Gwent Levels and the lower reaches of the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal are thought to be local strongholds for this 
species, but it is believed to be declining in other areas.

Legal status
General protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 making it illegal to uproot any wild plant without permission of 
the owner.

Similar species
Frogbit looks like a mini water-lily, but is much smaller. See how it compares to water-lilies in the table below.    

Common Name Frogbit 
(Hydrocharis  
morsus-ranae)

White water-lily 
(Nymphaea alba)

Yellow water-lily
(Nuphar lutea)

Fringed water-lily 
(Nymphoides 
peltata)

Leaves Rounded kidney 
shaped, 2cm across

Rounded leathery 
leaves, 30cm across

Oval leathery 
leaves, 40cm across

Round to kidney 
shaped, 3-8cm 
across

Flower Flowers are white 
with yellow spot, 
on long stalks,  2cm 
across

White (some-
times tinged pink), 
stalked, 10-20cm 
across

Yellow, stalked, 
& cupped flower,  
4-6cm across

Yellow, stalked & 
fringed flowers,  
3cm across
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Did you know?
The classical Greeks believed the plant was eaten by frogs as every year it disappeared at the end of summer. Frogbit is an 
invasive pest in the Great Lakes of North America.   

Links
NatureSpot: https://www.naturespot.org.uk/species/frogbit

The Wildlife Trusts: https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/wildflowers/frogbit

Other surveys
National Plant Monitoring Scheme: https://www.npms.org.uk/

The Great British Wildflower Hunt: https://www.plantlife.org.uk/wildflowerhunt/


